THE STATE OF GEORGIA                      771
milieu and cultivating poor students, those in Jewish fraternities, and others in categories usually ignored.
Until college, Arnall spent his life with books. He was timid, so he told me (one would not think so now), and "didn't operate much with people." But he wanted a political career. "So I reversed myself, and made books the background." Also he reversed himself in other ways. Newnan is a well-off town, and Arnall grew up in a wealthily conventional planter-manufacturer-Rptary Club atmosphere. But, when he left college and set up law practice, it was the workers whom he sought as clients. He ran for office almost at once, and became a member of the state legislature; in this first campaign, in a field of five candidates, he won 3,164 votes out of 3,510. Until elected to this post, he had never so much as seen the state capitol. He quickly became speaker of the house, assistant attorney general, attorney general, and governor. He was Talmadge's floor leader for a brief novitiate, and it was Rivers (then governor) who appointed him to the attorney generalship; thus do personalities in Georgia interlock.
Arnall is a lawyer. The whole South is jam packed with lawyers. It is the lawyers who make politics, and since most lawyers get a fat share of their business from corporations, it is they who are chiefly responsible when a state becomes corporation ridden. In Georgia an overwhelming proportion of state legislators are lawyers.3 But although Arnall was a lawyer he never paid much attention to the corporations, or to the other traditional factors of control in Georgia politics, like the liquor and fertilizer interests, the schoolbook lobby, and the 159 county courthouse rings. He played his own lone game.
Arnall has push, charm, alertness, confidence, and brains; also he has luck as a rule. A gubernatorial campaign traditionally gets under way in Georgia with a barbecue in the candidate's hometown. Arnall's at New-nan was a brilliant success. His opponent's a few miles away was drowned out by a sudden cloudburst.
Arnall told me once, "Politics is simple." One good rule, he believes, is never to ask for anything directly, which is what everybody else does; instead, simply send your friends around, saying what a splendid and useful person you are, immediately after you have visited a community. The tragedy of most politicians (and of American politics) is, he thinks, that office holders, once they get in, become too fixed in dependence on their jobs financially and otherwise; hence, their overriding mood is caution, and they run with both hare and hounds. Finally, he says, be careful about money; don't take big contributions from the plutocrats,
5 Other professions represented are funeral director, turpentine operator, naval stores agent, granite business, cross-tie operator, owner freezer locker plant, ropnng agent disabled World War veteran, tire retreading, and feed and chicken business. From a pamphlet Your Part in Georgia's Politics, published by the Committee tor Georgia.